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Introduction 
 

Global Entrepreneurship Week is the world’s largest celebration of the innovators and job creators who 

launch start-ups that bring ideas to life, drive economic growth and expand human welfare.  

During November 13-19, GEW inspires people everywhere through local, national and global activities 

designed to help them explore their potential as self-starters and innovators. These activities, from 

large-scale competitions and events to intimate networking gatherings, connect participants to potential 

collaborators, mentors and even investors—introducing them to new possibilities and exciting 

opportunities.  

Futurpreneur Canada has been fuelling the entrepreneurial passions of Canada’s young enterprise for 

nearly two decades. We are the only national, non-profit organization that provides financing, 

mentoring and support tools to aspiring business owners aged 18-39. Our internationally recognized 

mentoring program hand matches young entrepreneurs with a business expert from a network of more 

than 2,800 volunteer mentors. 

We are proud to be the official host of GEW Canada for the ninth consecutive year. As a GEW host, we 

are tasked with finding amazing partners and ambassadors to join us in the celebrations. Our goal is to 

work with partners across the country to build a stronger entrepreneurial ecosystem and shine a 

spotlight on Canadian entrepreneurs.  

 

GEW Canada Goals 
 

• Bring entrepreneurship into the mainstream and inspire people to consider entrepreneurship as 

a career option 

• Support entrepreneurs and help them to access the resources they need to build and grow 

successful businesses 

• Build strong communities that embrace entrepreneurship and support local businesses  

• Demonstrate the importance of entrepreneurship to our country and the world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How to achieve these goals 
 

• Talk about entrepreneurship and showcase Canadian entrepreneurs  

• Add events to the GEW Canada website  

• Encourage people across your network to get involved with local, national and international 

GEW initiatives 

• Host contests and competitions to promote entrepreneurship and support entrepreneurs 

• Release research reports and statistics that demonstrate the impact and importance of 

entrepreneurship 

 

GEW Canada Partner Profile 
 

• Organizations and individuals who recognize the importance of entrepreneurship 

• Responsible for celebrating GEW in communities across Canada 

• Main partner responsibility is hosting at least one entrepreneurship event during the month of 

November (preferably during GEW) 

• Partners also join the celebration by promoting GEW on social media and where applicable, 

supporting national and international GEW initiatives 

 

GEW Canada Event Calendars 
 

• Partners add their entrepreneurial events to a GEW Canada website: www.gewcanada.ca or 

www.SMEQuebec.ca 

• Events do not need to be newly scheduled - if you are already planning in-person or virtual small 

business / entrepreneurial events for November, please be sure to add them to the website 

Why add your event? 

• Demonstrate to the world that Canada is a leader in the global entrepreneurial ecosystem 

• Help people in your community learn more about entrepreneurship and how you support 

entrepreneurs 

• Gain visibility for your organization 

 

http://www.gewcanada.ca/


 

Event Ideas 
 

Any event that supports small business, innovation or entrepreneurship can be counted as a GEW event. 

Some ideas are below: 

• Networking event 

• Start-up Open House (companies open their doors to public for tours) 

• Workshop 

• Roundtable discussion 

• Speaker series 

• Speed mentoring 

• Press conference 

• Hack-a-thon   

• Start-up Weekend 

 

GEW Canada Community Challenge 
 

Each year, as the host of GEW Canada, Futurpreneur publishes a media release announcing the 

Canadian communities that have the highest and most exciting GEW participation. 

What we look for: 

• Number of GEW Canada events per capita 

• High social media participation 

• Innovative and exciting events 

How to get involved: 

• Encourage organizations and individuals in your community to register events on the GEW 

websites 

• Promote GEW via social media channels 

• Tell Futurpreneur about your high impact events by adding them to the GEW websites and 

emailing gewcanada@Futurpreneur.ca  

 

mailto:gewcanada@Futurpreneur.ca


 

Using the GEW Canada Website 
 

1) Visit www.gewcanada.ca  

2) Click “Join GEN” at the top of the page  

3) Create a new account. Note: If you had an account with the Global Entrepreneurship Week website in 

previous years, you will still need to create a new account  

4) You will receive an email confirmation to authorize your account  

5) Login to your newly created account 

6) Hit “Create Event” on the login/my profile screen  

7) Enter your event details and submit 

 

For a comprehensive guide to creating events on the GEW Canada Website, click here.  

  

http://www.gewcanada.ca/
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1P74piqnhjEoSbn1-etcX4QSCyZzDJpIg_7U3OsceP4w/edit?usp=sharing


 

National GEW Initiative 
 

To celebrate GEW Canada, Futurpreneur is running a national initiative for the third consecutive year 

called “GEW Canada: On The Road.” In partnership with Amway Canada,his contest will give you an 

inside look at some of the rock star entrepreneurs and small businesses across Canada, as well as 

showcase some of the great events and initiatives that are happening during Global Entrepreneurship 

Week. Follow our ambassadors’ journeys across the nation during GEW on Twitter at @Futurpreneur, 

@GEWCanada and @Canada_SME.  

 

 

  



 

Resources for Partners 
 

Below and on the following pages, you will find various resources developed to help GEW Canada 

partners align their events and activities with the global initiative.  

To view and download the 2017 GEW Canada flyer, please click here. 

Sample Social Media Messaging for GEW Canada 2017 Partners 
Twitter:  

Get involved and celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week by submitting your events to: 

http://ow.ly/5zvP30g0gcQ #GEWcanada  

 

Celebrate entrepreneurship in Canada by hosting or attending an event in your community. Visit 

www.gewcanada.ca for more info. #GEWcanada 

 

This November, we’re celebrating Global Entrepreneurship Week! Are you? Learn more: 

www.gewcanada.ca #GEWcanada  

 

How will you be celebrating Global Entrepreneurship Week? Learn more about how you can get 

involved at: www.gewcanada.ca #GEWcanada 

 

Facebook/LinkedIn:  

Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) is coming this November! GEW inspires people everywhere 

through local, national and global activities designed to celebrate the entrepreneurial ecosystem in your 

country. Get involved in Canada by hosting an event and registering it here: http://ow.ly/N2RF304cW8w   

 

Newsletter Blurbs:  

From November 13-19, 2017 Global Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) will inspire people around the world 

through activities designed to help them explore their potential as self-starters and innovators. These 

activities, from large-scale competitions and events to intimate gatherings, connect participants to 

potential collaborators, mentors and even investors. Learn more about how you can get involved 

here: www.gewcanada.ca  

 

  

http://www.futurpreneur.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Learn-about-GEW-and-On-The-Road-English.pdf
http://www.gewcanada.ca/
http://www.gewcanada.ca/
http://www.gewcanada.ca/
http://ow.ly/N2RF304cW8w
http://www.gewcanada.ca/


 

Global Entrepreneurship Week Media Release Template – Tips and 

Recommendations 
 

We’ve created a template that your organization can use to build a media release that highlights your 

involvement in Global Entrepreneurship Week. Here are some recommendations on how to use this 

template to get your message out! 

1. Fill in the blanks: We’ve highlighted all of the areas you can update with your organization’s 

information to make this release your own.  

2. Personalize: This template is a starting point – feel free to use it exactly as is, or to personalize 

with your own quote.  

3. Include Futurpreneur: There are a few ways you can include us in your promotion, including:  

a. Ask us for a quote – We’re happy to provide a quote to complement your media release. 

To do this, email Meghan te Boekhorst at mtboekhorst@futurpreneur.ca with the final 

version of your release and we’ll get back to you with a quote from Futurpreneur that 

you can include.  

b. Tag us when you tweet about your release – On Twitter, tag @Futurpreneur when you 

issue your release, so we can see it and potentially share it with our regional networks. 

c. Consult with us – If you would like to edit any of the areas that mention Futurpreneur in 

the current release, please contact Megan te Boekhorst at 

mtboekhorst@futurpreneur.ca so we can approve the final version.  

d. Tell us about your media coverage – Feel free to pass along any fantastic media that you 

get to gew@futurpreneur.ca – we’d love to include it in our global report. 

4. Add links: Link to your organization within the body of the release (as we’ve done) to drive 

traffic to your website.  

5. Keep it short and sweet: When listing your events, we recommend listing the name and date of 

the event, and then hyperlinking to another location with more details – so that readers don’t 

get bogged down with too much information.  

6. Share it: The most important part of the whole process – decide how you are going to share this 

with your media contacts and get the word out!  

We look forward to celebrating GEW with your organization!  

 

 

  

mailto:mpaton@futurpreneur.ca
mailto:Megan
mailto:gew@futurpreneur.ca


 

 
 

[ORGANIZATION NAME] CELEBRATES GLOBAL ENTRPRENEURSHIP 
WEEK FROM NOVEMBER 13-19 

 

November XX, 2017, City, Province – From November 13-19, [organization name] is bringing Global 

Entrepreneurship Week (GEW) to [City] with [a series of events celebrating small business]. The events 

include… [list of events]. 

During one week each November, GEW inspires people everywhere through local, national and global 

activities designed to help them explore their potential as business owners and entrepreneurs. The 

week-long celebration is hosted in Canada by Futurpreneur Canada, a national non-profit that provides 

resources, financing and mentoring to aspiring entrepreneurs between the ages of 18-39.  

“[Organization name] is excited to join Futurpreneur in celebrating GEW,” said [Name, Title, 

Organization Name]. “We’re proud to bring this global initiative to [City] to celebrate our small 

businesses and to inspire the next wave of entrepreneurs in the community.”  

**Request a quote from Futurpreneur** 

GEW launched in 2008 and has since grown to 160 countries – with 20,000partner organizations 
planning activities that directly engage millions of participants every year. 
 

-30- 
 
[ORGANIZATION BOILERPLATE] 
 
About Futurpreneur Canada 

Futurpreneur Canada has been fueling the entrepreneurial passions of Canada’s young enterprise for 
over two decades. We are the only national, non-profit organization that provides resources, financing 
and mentoring to aspiring business owners aged 18-39. Our internationally recognized mentoring 
program hand matches young entrepreneurs with a business expert from a network of more than 2,800 
volunteer mentors. Futurpreneur Canada is a founding member of the G20 Young Entrepreneurs’ 
Alliance, the Canadian member of Youth Business International, and the Canadian host of Global 
Entrepreneurship Week.  
 
www.futurpreneur.ca. Facebook: Futurpreneur Twitter: @Futurpreneur  
 

About Global Entrepreneurship Network 

Global Entrepreneurship Network (GEN) is a year-round platform of programs and initiatives created by 

the communities that celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week each November. Aimed at creating one 

global entrepreneurial ecosystem, GEN helps people in 160 countries unleash their ideas and turn them 

into promising new ventures—creating jobs, unearthing innovations for society and strengthening 

economic stability around the world. For details on the programs and initiatives that make up GEN, visit 

weareGEN.co and follow @unleashingideas on Twitter. 

http://ca.gew.co/
http://ca.gew.co/
http://www.futurpreneur.ca/
mailto:mpaton@futurpreneur.ca?subject=Quote%20Request%20for%20GEW%20Media%20Release
http://www.g20yea.com/
http://www.g20yea.com/
http://www.youthbusiness.org/
http://ca.gew.co/
http://ca.gew.co/
http://www.futurpreneur.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/futurpreneur
https://twitter.com/futurpreneur
file:///C:/Users/mpaton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/FQRX2FL6/weareGEN.co
file:///C:/Users/mpaton/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/FQRX2FL6/twitter.com/unleashingideas


 
 

 

Thank you for supporting 

entrepreneurship in Canada 
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